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Foreword

-

Union Minister of State (MoS)
Ministry of Jal Shakti and Railways
Government of India

V. Somanna

Water is the essence of life and a critical enabler of sustainable development. For countless
communities across India, especially in the remote and underserved areas, the absence of
clean and accessible water had long been a barrier to wellbeing and ease. This situation,

however, is changing, thanks to Jal Jeevan Mission (1JM), launched under the visionary
leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Madi Ji.

The mission’s goal of ‘Har Ghar Jal’ is not just about providing tap water connections but about
ensuring transformative and lasting impacts on rural lives. By bringing safe and clean water
directly to households, JIM is reducing the drudgery of water collection, improving health
outcomes, empowering women, and fostering a sense of dignity and self-reliance.

This booklet, Stories of Change, captures the essence of this transformation. It celebrates the
resilience and determination of some of the most vulnerable communities in India — our
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) —as they embrace a new chapter of opportunity
and empowerment. These stories highlight how access to clean drinking water has paved the

way for healthier families, increased school attendance, and greater participation in economic
activities, especially for women.

Women'’s leadership emerges as a common thread in these narratives, showcasing their
pivotal role in driving change and inspiring communities to safeguard and sustain their water
resources. Their contributions reinforce the mission’s underlying principle that local
participation and collective ownership are key to lasting progress.

As you turn the pages of this booklet, | hope you find these stories as inspiring and
enlightening as | do. They serve as a testament to the power of collaboration, innovation, and
unwavering commitment in reaching even the most remote corners of our nation.

It is my sincere belief that these narratives will motivate stakeholders across the nation to
redouble their efforts to reach the unreached and ensure that the benefits of clean water
touch every household, every family, and every individual. Together, let us continue this
journey toward achieving the vision of ‘Har Ghar Jal’ and building a sustainable, equitable, and
prosperous future for all.

Jai Hind!

V'Cébwu& .

(Veeranna Somanna)

Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation; Room No.- 901, B-1 Wing, =<
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhl Road, New Delhi-110003, @ @

Har Ghar Jal Tel : 011-24368617, 24368618, 24368622, E-mall - mosoffice-mdws@nic.in T

Jal Jeevan Mission



Foreword

-

Secretary

Government of India

Ministry of Jal Shakti

4th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, Lodhi
Rd, CGO Complex, Pragati Vihar, New Delhi, Delhi
110003

Ashok K.K. Meena

Water is a fundamental pillar of life and development, shaping health, livelihoods, and societal
progress. The vision of Jal Jeevan Mission is to harness the potential of water to improve the
quality of life for every individual, especially in the most remote and underserved areas. For many
communities across India, the lack of access to clean water has cast long shadows over their lives.
For years, these shadows*have been marked by unrelenting struggles - distances walked, time
lost, health compromised, and dreams deferred. The stories chronicled in this booklet reveal how
saomething as seemingly simple as clean water can be a profound agent of change, transforming
not just individual lives but entire communities. This is the essence of the Jal Jeevan Mission.

The absence of clean, accessible water had dictated the daily rhythms of the rural landscape.
Hours spent fetching water stole time from education, income generation, and rest. Unsafe sources
compromised health, and the struggle for water weighed most heavily on women and children.
These narratives, while deeply personal, echo a universal truth: water is an enabler of equity,
empawerment, and progress.

The pages of this booklet bring to life the silent revolutions taking place in villages once defined
by scarcity. They speak of women who no longer carry the burden of long treks for water, of
children who can now trade water pots for schoolbooks, and of communities that have come
together to take ownership of their water systems. These are stories of resilience, innovation, and
the unyielding human spirit.

Yet, the transformative power of water is only as enduring as the systems that deliver it. Behind
every success lies the collective effort of individuals, communities, and government initiatives
working in unison to build sustainable solutions. These achievements remind us that while access
to clean water is transformative, its sustainability requires vigilance, participation, and a shared
commitment to conserve and cherish this vital resource.

As you read these stories, let them inspire and challenge you. They are not just tales of what has
been achieved - they are calls to action, urging us to ensure that the promise of clean water
reaches every corner of our country. Let these voices guide us toward a future where no one has
to endure the indignity of water scarcity, where every drop is a beacon of hope and possibility.

Water, after all, does more than quench thirst. It nurtures lives, bridges inequalities, and creates

pathways to a better tomorrow. This booklet stands as a testament to that truth and an invitation
for all of us to be part of this extraordinary journey. v

(ASHOK K. K. MEENA)
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Foreword

Additional Secretary & Mission Director (NJJIM)
Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation

Kamal Kishore Soan

India has moved forward significantly over the years, with few things remaining unchanged. The country’s Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) have lived in seclusion for decades, facing difficulties that made even basic survival a challenge
for them. Lack of clean drinking water intensified their hardships, affecting not only their health but also the possibility of
nurturing hope.

The launch of Jal Jeevan Mission brought attention to these previously overlooked regions. It was one of the rare instances when
their presence in a dignified manner became a priority rather than an afterthought. The Mission recognized that a tap
connection in every rural household, while primarily meant for drinking water, would also promote dignity, health, and
transformation.

The availability of clean drinking water has brought happiness to the people who had been struggling for years. Better health is
being experienced, more time for livelihoods and household works are being saved, new prospects have emerged, and the
shackles of despair have begun to recede.

As depicted in this booklet, the stories narrate how villages once devoid of basic necessities are now alive with hope. It reflects
the profound transformation of these PVTG hamlets, where services have been extended to meet their needs, and the focus has
shifted toward the sustainable management of water resources. These anecdotes illustrate the possibility of achieving
meaningful change when efforts and actions are aligned with purpose.

| congratulate the IEC team of DDWS for coming up with “Stories of Change” that demonstrate how listening, caring, and acting
with intent is crucial to achieve change beyond mere intentions. The success stories presented here are a testament to the
strength of our collective will and determination.

This booklet is a reflection of a strong commitment to action, essential to drive progress. May it continue to inspire continued
collaboration and efforts towards building a water-secure and empowered rural India.

s




Andhra Pradesh

1. From Scarcity to Sustainability:
Neredubanda’s Water Story

Village: Neredubanda, H/o Gaduthuru
Mandal: G. Madugula
District: Alluri Seetharam Raju

The picturesque Araku Valley of Visakhapatnam
district is home to the Kodhu tribe, residing in
Neredubanda village. For years, access to water,
an essential resource, posed daily challenges for
the people there. Over time, this struggle only grew more
challenging. Whether it was the exhausting distance to the
nearest stream, the health risks posed by unsafe water, or
the countless hours lost each day to fetching it, the
difficulties seemed endless.

Summers brought added hardship. The stream, often the
only source of water, would dwindle and stagnate under
the scorching heat, leaving villagers no choice but to rely on
muddy, unsafe water. Diseases like diarrhoea, typhoid, and
dysentery became common, especially among children and
theelderly.

Each trip to fetch water consumed valuable time and
energy, leaving women drained and children deprived of
education as they helped with this never-ending task.

Over time, this grueling routine became a way of life for the
65 residents of Neredubanda. It was difficult, yet
unavoidable. The residents carried on, adjusting to the
challenges as best they could. But beneath the surface, the
strain on their health, education, and livelihoods grew
heavier with each passing year. With a population of 65 and
13 households, each now equipped with drinking water
taps, the village has undergone a remarkable
transformation. Today, the struggle for water is a distant
memory in Neredubanda. Women no longer have to wake
before dawn or walk late into the evening to fetch water.

s e T S ST

The Kodhu tribe of Neredubanda village
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

Change often comes quietly, and it arrives
when you least expect it. In Neredubanda,
it came with Jal Jeevan Mission — a
programme that initially felt like a distant
promise, almost too good to believe. For a
community long accustomed to the daily
grind of fetching water, the idea of clean
water flowing into every home seemed
like a dream. But as plans turned into
action and progress became visible, that
quiet change began to reshape their lives,
bringing hope where despair had once

taken root.
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The hours they once spent trekking to the stream are now
used to care for their families, tend to their farms, and even
explore income-generating opportunities. The relief is
visible in their faces, and the newfound time has brought a
sense of freedom they had never known.

For children, especially girls, the change is profound. With
water readily available, they no longer have to miss school
to help fetch water. Their days are now spent learning,
playing, and dreaming of brighter futures. Families are
healthier too. The clean, safe water has drastically reduced
waterborne diseases, sparing the community from
frequentillnesses and the associated financial burdens.

The success of Jal Jeevan Mission in Neredubanda is rooted
in community participation and innovative practices.
Workshops and training sessions have educated villagers
about water conservation and sanitation, ensuring the
sustainability of the water supply. Women, trained in using
Field Testing Kits (FTKs), now monitor water quality

regularly, ensuring it remains safe for drinking.

Flow of water from tap bring new lease of life
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

The mission has also introduced sustainable practices, like
rainwater harvesting, to help the village withstand dry
spells. By involving the community in everystep of the
process, from planning to execution, Jal Jeevan Mission has
fostered a sense of ownership among the residents,
ensuring the infrastructure is maintained for generations to
come.

Neredubandais no longer defined by its struggles. The taps
that now flow freely in every home have brought more than
just water — they have brought health, education, and
opportunity. The women, once bound by the endless task
JJM leads to significant improvement in the of fetching water, now lead lives filled with purpose and

quality of life of women productivity. The children, no longer burdened by the task
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

of fetching water, are thriving in school and looking forward
to brighter futures.
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2. Bairlutygudem Leads the Way: A Model of they collected was far from safe. Diseases like malaria,
Community Empowerment and typhoid, jaundice, and diarrhoea were an unfortunate
reality, with families spending more than they could afford

inabili
Sustainability on healthcare.
Village: Bairlutygudem

Years of struggle brought little relief. Over two decades, the
District: Nandyal

government made efforts— 13 borewells were drilled, hand

pumps installed, and cisterns connected. Yet, conflicts over
Nestled at the edge of the dense Nallamala forest,

i ) water persisted. The sources were overburdened, the
Bairlutygudem Gram Panchayat is home to the Chenchu

water unsafe, and the hours spent collecting it stretched

and Koya tribes, whose lives are intricately tied to the . . . .
¥ ! Y endlessly. Women carried this burden most heavily, their

rhythm of the forest. For generations, these communities

time consumed by the unrelenting task, leaving little room
foranything else.

have relied on the forest’s resources — honey, tamarind,
saffron nuts, and medicinal plants — to sustain their
livelihoods. Yet, despite their deep connection to nature,
one essential resourceoften eluded them: clean drinking
water.

The Chenchus are recognised as one of the Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in Andhra Pradesh,

leading a traditional lifestyle that revolves around
forest-based activities and knowledge of
medicinalplants.The Koya tribe, also indigenous
to the region, has historically practiced a
combination of agriculture and forest produce

collection.
Life here once revolved around a daily battle for water. Women walking miles to fetch water
Women, the lifeline of Bairlutygudem, would set out each Source: RWS&5 department, Andhra Pradesh
day, trekking through rough forest terrain to fetch water
from distant stone brooks and large forest pits.

“Okka kutumba sabhyuni manamu neeti

These walks, sometimes as long as half a kilometer, were kosam pampinchavalu, kaani adhi
not just eXhaUSﬁng but fraught with danger. Encounters mana samayam, arogyaann,} mar,yu
with forest animals were a constant threat, and the water pillala bhavishyatunu tyagam

cheyyaleni paristhithini teesukochindi”

(We used to send one family member
just to fetch water, but it came at the
cost of everything else — our time, our
health, even our children’s futures),
recalls avillager.

Bairlutygudem village in laps of Nallamala forest
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh
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The turning point came with the arrival of Jal Jeevan
Mission. Its promise of a tap in every home felt almost too
good to be true for the residents of Bairlutygudem. But
hope took root. Women led the charge, advocating for
better water access and rallying the community to take
ownership of the transformation. The Village Water and
Sanitation Committee (VWSC), with women at its helm,

became the heart of this change.

Today, the sight of clean water flowing from taps in all 64
homes is more than a convenience—it is a symbol of
freedom. Women no longer walk the treacherous forest
paths, their mornings now spent with their families or
working to improve their livelihoods. Children attend
school regularly, unburdened by the task of fetching water,
their laughter echoing through the village. Health has
improved, with fewer illnesses and reduced medical
expenses easing financial strain.

hygiene and respect for this precious resource.

The transformation doesn’t stop there. Five women,
trained in water quality management, now test water
regularly using Field Testing Kits (FTKs). Their efforts ensure
that the water remains safe, with results shared openly in
the Panchayat office for everyone to see. Regular
chlorination and tank cleaning have become part of village
life, fostering a culture of hygiene and respect for this

precious resource.

Theimpact of Jal Jeevan Mission on Bairlutygudem is visible
in every corner of the village. Time once lost is now invested
in farming, livestock rearing, and other income-
generatingactivities. The community’s participation in
MGNREGS has increased, bringing economic stability to
households. Women, once bound by the unending search
for water, now stand as leaders in their community, guiding

it toward a brighter future.

The story of Bairlutygudem, driven by the strength and
dedication of its women, stands as an inspiring example of
the transformative power of collective action and
government initiatives. Through Jal Jeevan Mission, a once-
struggling community has emerged stronger, more
resilient, and poised for a brighter future.

A paradigm shift with JJM
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

Awareness meetings and door-to-door
visits have inspired a deeper
understanding of water conservation and
sanitation. Villagers now take pride in
maintaining their water systems, ensuring
sustainability for future generations.

“Meeru ippudu neeti gurinchi chinta
padatam ledu. Adi mana illu mundu undi,
mariyu adi prati danini maarichindi.” (We
no longer worry about water. It is there,
right in front of our homes, and it has
changed everything), shares a woman
fromthe village.
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Community engagement with JJM
Source: PHED, Andhra PradeshSource: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh
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3. Safe Water, Stronger Communities:
Gopidevipeta’s Journey

Village: Gopidevipeta
District: Srikakulam

Inthe small village of Gopidevipeta, nestled in Burja Mandal
of Srikakulam District, Andhra Pradesh, life was once a
relentless struggle for something as basic as water. With
only 31 households and a population of 99, this community,
largely made up of Scheduled Tribes, faced a daily battle to
secure drinking water. For generations, water meant long
walks, heavy pots, and countless hours lost to fetching this
vital resource from distant sources.

Women, often the primary caregivers and water collectors,
bore the brunt of this hardship. With little time left for their
families or work, their days revolved around an exhausting
routine. The children, too, suffered — missing school to
assist their parents or falling ill from unsafe water sources.
The village's only well and scattered water sources could
barely meet the community's needs, especially during the
dry months. Health issues from poor hygiene and
waterborne diseases were a grim reality, affecting
everyone, fromthe youngest child to the oldest resident.

The situation began to shift in 2019 when the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) brought its promise of ‘Har Ghar Jal’ to
Gopidevipeta. The mission’s goal to provide functional
household tap connections (FHTCs) brought a glimmer of
hope to the villagers who had long suffered in silence. At the
forefront of this transformation was the 36-year-old village
sarpanch, Seetaramaraju. Leading from the front, he rallied
the villagers, helping them understand the importance of
safe water and uniting them in their efforts to achieve Har
Ghar Jal status.

The sight of children playing carefree, women smiling as
they spend more time with their families, and villagers
discussing development rather than survival speaks
volumes aboutthe change.

The role of women in this transformation has been
remarkable. A team of five women, led by P. Amani, was
trained in water quality management and surveillance.
Armed with Field Testing Kits (FTKs), these women now
monitor the village’s water sources for contamination.
Their dedication ensures that every drop of water flowing
through the taps is safe. They conduct regular sanitary
surveys, chlorinate water sources, and educate villagers on
household-level water treatment practices.

Community members and officials come
together to analyse implementation and progress
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

The process was not without its challenges.
Initially, the idea of paying a user charge of
Rs. 40 per household each month for water
seemed alien to the villagers, who had
always accessed water for free — even if it
came with immense physical and
emotional costs. Through regular
meetings, the sarpanch, supported by the

DPMU and Implementing Supporting
Agencies (ISAs), helped the villagers see
the value of clean, accessible water. Slowly
but surely, they embraced the system,
collecting Rs. 4500 in user charges to
maintain the infrastructure, chlorinate the
water, and ensure smooth operation.
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Hands-on discussion on water quality testing
and community-driven solutions
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

Today, Gopidevipeta is a transformed village. Every
household, the local school, and the Anganwadi Center
now have functional taps that provide clean water.

Health and hygiene have seen significant improvement.
Waterborne diseases, once acommon occurrence, are now
rare. The Anganwadi Center and school report higher
attendance, as children are healthier and no longer have to
miss classes to fetch water. Pregnant women and infants
benefit from the availability of clean water, with the village
achieving 100% immunisation coverage.

The change extends beyond health. Women, no longer
burdened by the time-consuming task of fetching water,
now participate actively in self-help groups and other
community initiatives. Families save money previously
spent on medical expenses, and the villagers have more
time to focus on livelihoods and education, uplifting the
entire community's economic and social status.

Gopidevipeta’s journey from water scarcity to

sustainability stands as a beacon of hope for villages across
India. It is a testament to the power of collective effort,
community ownership, and government intervention. The
taps that flow in Gopidevipeta do more than provide water
— they symbolise health, dignity, and a brighter future for
all.

Reflecting on this transformation,
Sarpanch Seetaramaraju shares, “Jal
Jeevan Mission has truly changed our
lives. It has taught us to take
responsibility for our village, our water,

and our future. Today, we are healthier,
happier, and more united as a
community. We are deeply grateful to the
government and all who have supported
usin this journey.”
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Community engagement under JJM
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh
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4. Breaking Barriers: A New Era for Tribal
Empowerment

Village: Mannenaik Thanda
District: Nandyal

Inthe smallvillage of Mannenaik Thanda, nestled at the foot
of the Nallamala forest in Andhra Pradesh’s Owk Mandal,
life is a daily struggle against the harsh realities of nature.
Home to 62 households and a population of 296, this
community belongs to a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG). Surrounded by dense forests and rugged
terrains, the village’s remoteness makes access to basic
necessities like water a daunting challenge.

Every morning, as the first light touched the treetops, men
and women prepared for the arduous task ahead. They
embarked on a 1.5-kilometer journey across rocky paths to
fetch water from a distant source. The path was
treacherous, especially under the scorching sun or during
the monsoon rains. Carrying heavy pots filled with water,
they navigated the uneven terrain, their feet aching, their
spirits weary. This strenuous task consumed hours each day,
leaving little time for tending to their families, fields, or rest.

The children of Mannenaik Thanda were also not spared
from this hardship. Often, they accompanied their parents
to help carry water, missing out on school and the joys of
childhood. The water they collected was not always safe,
leading to frequent illnesses that further disrupt their
education and well-being. The lack of clean water affected
everyone, but it was the women who bore the heaviest
burden, their days consumed by the endless quest for this
essential resource. Summers brought an even harsher
reality.

The wells and hand pumps usually dried up, and the
villagers were forced to travel to neighboring villages in
search of water. The single hand pump provided by the local
government was inadequate for the entire community,
especially considering their livestock and agricultural needs.
Long queues, unnecessary quarrels, and the desperation
were palpable. Hygiene practices suffered, and waterborne
diseases became common, particularly among children and
the elderly.

But amidst this struggle, hope arrived in the form of the Jal
Jeevan Mission. The government's initiative, with its
promise of '"Har Ghar Nal, Har Ghar Jal' (tap water to every

Drinking water source in the village
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

home), brought a glimmer of relief to the weary eyes of the
villagers. AGram Sabha was organised, and the objectives of

the mission were explained. The community listened
intently, their faces reflecting a mix of scepticism and
cautious optimism. Special emphasis was placed on
involving women, acknowledging their pivotal role in
managing household water.

Work began on constructing a water pipeline network and
an Overhead Storage Reservoir (OHSR). The villagers
watched as the pipes were laid, hope slowly replacing
doubt. The day the taps started flowing was met with
disbelief and overwhelming joy. Clean, safe water was soon
available right outside their homes every morning and
evening. The transformation was immediate and profound.

Children returned to school, their laughter echoed through
the village streets. The health of the entire community
improved noticeably with time . With access to clean water,
the prevalence of waterborne diseases declined sharply.
Families no longer have to choose between fetching water
and seeking medical care. Hygiene practices have
enhanced, and the village environment has become cleaner
and morevibrant

The women of Mannenaik Thanda, once burdened by the
endless search for water, now find time to engage in other
productive activities. They tend to their homes, support
their children's education, and even participate in
community decision-making. Their empowerment is
evident, and the collective spirit of the village grows
stronger..
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Overhead Storage Reservoir (OHSR)
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh

The villagers take pride in their new water supply system.
They understand the importance of sustainability and are
committed to maintaining it. Regular meetings are held to
discuss the operation and maintenance of the
infrastructure, ensuring that the benefits they now enjoy
will last for generations to come.

Mannenaik Thanda transforms from a village plagued by
scarcity to one flourishing with opportunity and hope. The
Jal Jeevan Mission doesn't just bring water; it brings life,
health, and a renewed sense of community. The smiles on
the faces of the villagers, the laughter of children, and the
relieved expressions of women like Lakshmi Bai and
Lakshmi Devi Bai tell a story of resilience and the profound
impact that accessto clean water has on every facet of life.

Smt. Lakshmi Devi Bai
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh
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Smt. Lakshmi Devi Bai, an Anganwadi
teacher in the \village, shares her
gratitude: “Jal Jeevan Mission maaku
chaala samayam mariyu shrama nu aada
chesindi. Maa vidyarthulu ippudu
paathashalaku kramanga
hajaruavutunnaru, mariyu vaari
parishubhratha mariyu aarogyam lo
gnananeeyamaina merugudala
kanipistondi. Ee karyakramam garbhini
strila aarogyam pai ekkuva drishti
pettataniki mariyu anni pillalaki poorthi
teakalu andinchatanki maaku avakasham
kalpinchindi. Maaku ee jeevitam marchina
neeti saraphara andinchina prabhutvanki
manahpoorvaka kruthagnathalu.” (Jal
Jeevan Mission has saved us so much time
and effort. Our students are now attending
school regularly, and we have seen a
significant improvement in their hygiene
and health. This initiative has also allowed
us to focus more on the health of pregnant
women and ensure complete
immunisation for all children. We are
sincerely thankful to the government for
providing us with this life-changing water

supply.)

Another resident, expressing her relief, said that they have
been very fortunate to have been selected under Jal Jeevan
Mission. The Mission has addressed the long-standing
water issues of the village and that now, they have potable
water available right outside their homes every morning
and evening.
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JJM is the reason for smiles for women and girls
Source: RWS&S department, Andhra Pradesh
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Jharkhand

5. From Margins to Mainstream: The Success
of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group
Villages in Jharkhand

District: Sahebganj

The journey of transformation in the remote villages under
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) has been nothing short of
remarkable. Particularly in the tribal regions of Sahebganj
district, where the mission has reached the Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) across the villages of
Diwana, Jhirik Danga, Aasanbani, Khesari Pahar, and Basko
Mako, a significant change is evident. The mission has
successfully provided safe and adequate drinking water to
every household in these communities, impacting lives in
ways unimaginable before.

Reachingthe Unreached

The PVTG families in these villages have long faced
challenges in accessing clean drinking water. Before the
implementation of JJM, these communities relied on
unprotected and distant water sources,

walking miles to fetch water from streams and other
sources. This not only consumed valuable Rme but also
exposed them to health risks, oien resulRng in widespread
illness.

However, with the advent of JJM, this scenario has
drastically changed. The mission has installed tap water
connections in every household, ensuring a consistent and
safe supply of water. The regular supply of clean water has
brought about a significant improvement in health and
hygiene, with villagers now leading healthier lives free
from waterborne diseases.

Community Engagementand Awareness

One of the key aspects of the mission’s success in these
villages has been the active engagement of the local
communities. Regular community meetings, street plays,
and village council sessions have played a crucial role in
raising awareness about the importance of safe drinking
water and the need for proper water usage. This proactive
approach has not only ensured the smooth
implementation of the mission but also empowered the
villagers to take ownership of the water management
practicesin their region.

The department has also been vigilant in ensuring the
quality of water through regular checks conducted by the

Field Testing Kits (FTKs) by Jal Sahiyas. This ongoing
monitoring has instilled a sense of confidence among the
villagers regarding the safety of their water supply.

The success of Jal Jeevan Mission in these PVTG villages is a
testament to the power of collective effort and the impact
of targeted government initiatives.

‘M

JIM brings ease of living for senior citizens
Source: PHED, Jharkhand
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6. Revolutionising Rural Life: Kowalu Village’s
Remarkable Journey

Village: Kowalu
Block: Ormanjhi

Kowalu, a remote village with Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG) in majority, is located in Ormanjhi Block of
Ranchi, Jharkhand. The village has created a worthy
example of community-led water sustainability.

For years, this small village of 35 households and a
population of 171 struggled against an unforgiving reality —
water scarcity. Women, the backbone of the community,
bore the brunt of the water crisis, spending hours each day
fetching water from nearby sources, often located far from
thevillage.

The village relied on two hand pumps and a single well
located almost a kilometre outside the village. Fetching
water was not only time-consuming but also physically
exhausting. Every day, women would wake up early and
walk long distances to collect water. The task was repetitive
and gruelling, leaving little time for them to care for their
children or engage in other productive activities. The
summers were particularly cruel. The scorching heat dried
up water sources, and the queues at the few remaining
hand pumps stretched endlessly.

Women and children stood for hours under the blazing sun,
clutching empty pots and hoping for their turn. Sometimes,
there wasn’t enough water for everyone. The desperation
forced families to turn to unsafe water sources, leading to
frequent outbreaks of waterborne diseases. Children, their
immune systems fragile, were the most vulnerable, and
illness became a painful routinein many homes.

"Teh FH T STel g T B <feh f St s &
T Tt gehgT AT e ATl o6 foTu Ueh e e
ST T, itk qrt A A SR e ®9 |
THT off| Fe | ST A SR < feh TSiaHt hl 3TEm

a1 fean R1 5ta Sfia fie gan fow e anfera
T 37T T8 T TS WA I e s 2

says Karmi Oraon, a resident of

Kowalu Village.

Karmi Oraon
Source: PHED, Jharkhand

The burden didn’t stop with drinking water. Villagers
traveled even greater distances to a nearby river for
bathing and washing clothes. These exhausting trips
further drained their energy and time, impacting their
health and hygiene. For the people of Kowalu, safe and
accessible water was a distant dream, one they feared
might never come true. But in 2019, hope arrived with Jal
Jeevan Mission, a flagship programme of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti.

The mission promised what had once seemed impossible:
clean drinking wtaer for every household.

When representatives from the Department of Water and
Sanitation visited Kowalu to discuss the initiative, the
villagers, tired of their daily struggles, eagerly embraced
the plan. Together, they participated in the creation of a
Village Action Plan (VAP), mapping local water sources and
planning the infrastructure needed to bring clean water to
their doorsteps.

Today, Kowalu has been transformed. Every household now
has a tap connection, and the daily burden of fetching
water is a thing of the past. For the women of the village,
this change is nothing short of revolutionary. No longer do
they wake up dreading long walks for water. Instead,
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they spend their time caring for their families, tending to
agricultural work, and even exploring small income-
generating ventures. The relief is visible in their smiles, and
the empowerment they feel is palpable.

The health of the village has also improved dramatically.
With clean water readily available, waterborne diseases
have become rare, and children can now enjoy good health,
attend school regularly, and play without fear. Families no
longer face the financial and emotional strain of treating
illnesses caused by contaminated water.

Hygiene practices in Kowalu have seen a significant shift.
With water at their doorsteps, families maintain cleaner
homes and personal hygiene. The days of trekking to the
river for washing and bathing are over, and the village now
enjoys a cleaner, healthier environment. The atmospherein
Kowalu has transformed from one of frustration and fatigue
to one of hope and pride. The villagers’ commitment to
sustainability has been a cornerstone of this success. Led by
Malti Devi, the Jal Sahiya of the village, the Village Water
and Sanitation Committee (VWSC) oversees the operation

Access to clean water brings joy
and transformation

and maintenance of the water system. the Village Water
and Sanitation Committee (VWSC) oversees the operation
and maintenance of the water system.

They ensure that the taps function efficiently, minor repairs
are addressed promptly, and water conservation practices
are followed. The decision to operate the water supply
scheme twice a day reflects their collective resolve to
prevent misuse and ensure its longevity.

Kowalu’s story is one of triumph over adversity. What was
once a water-scarce village is now a model of sustainable
development and community empowerment. The Jal
Jeevan Mission has not only quenched thirst but also
nurtured dreams, turning years of hardship into a brighter,
healthier future.

Today, Kowalu stands as a beacon of hope for other remote
villages across India. It is a testament to the power of
collective effort, government intervention, and community
ownership. The taps in Kowalu do more than provide
water—they bring life, dignity, and the promise of a better
tomorrow.
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Madhya Pradesh

7. New Hopes Realized Through Water

Village: Purwa
District: Mandla

Purwa, a village in Mandla district of Madhya Pradesh,
struggled with water scarcity for years. Fetching water for
daily needs was a major challenge for its residents. People
had to travel five kilometers to collect water for household
chores, and this difficulty worsened during the summer
months. This situation had a negative impact not just on
their daily routines but also on their health, economic
conditions, and children’s education. Women and children
would spend hours covering long distances to fetch water,
which severely affected their studies and employment
opportunities.

Then came the government’s “Har Ghar Nal Se Jal” (Tap
Water to Every Household) initiative, which brought a
positive transformation to the lives of the villagers. Under

this scheme, every household in the village received a tap
water connection, ensuring the availability of clean and safe A new story of hope begins with clean water
L. . . Source: PHED, Madhya Pradesh
drinking water at their doorsteps. These tap connections

were not just a convenience but marked a new chapter in

their lives. Women and children are now free from the

burden of fetching water, allowing them to devote their “Now we no longer have to go far to fetch

time and energy to other productive activities. water, and this has given us more time for
household work.”

To ensure the successful operation of this scheme, the -Shanti Devi

village’s 10-member Water and Sanitation Committee
works tirelessly. Regular meetings are held in the village to

discuss water conservation, cleanliness, and its proper kits. These efforts have not only provided clean water to the
usage. Wallsin the village are painted with messages such as villagers but also instilled in them an understanding of the
“Save Water” to raise awareness about water conservation. importance of savingand using water wisely.

Additionally, water quality is being monitored using testing A resident of the village, Mrs. Usha, says, “The tap water

scheme has brought us immense relief. We no longer have
to travel far to fetch water, giving us more time for our
household tasks and other work. We can now focus on
farming and other activities, which has improved our
economic condition. Compared to earlier times, we now
pay more attention to cleanliness, leading to better hygiene
inand around ourhomes.”

The availability of tap water in government buildings,
schools, and Anganwadi centers has also improved hygiene
and health. With cleaner toilets and bathrooms, there is

greater awareness about sanitation, and people have

A new story of hope begins with clean water become more conscious of their health.
Source: PHED, Madhya Pradesh
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With tap connection facilities in government buildings, schools,
and Anganwadi Centers, cleanliness and health have improved
Source: PHED, Madhya Pradesh

The “Har Ghar Nal Se Jal” initiative has significantly uplifted
the standard of living in Purwa. Where life was once a
constant struggle due to water scarcity, today the villagers
have gained self-reliance and confidence. This initiative is
not only improving their health but also contributing to
their social and economic development. Through this
sensitive intervention by the Government of India, the
lives of the villagers have been enriched with stability,

cleanliness, and dignity.

As aresult of this transformation, the people of Purwa now
consider their village free from the water crisis. This
scheme has filled their lives with hope and enthusiasm,
fostering a sense of self-sufficiency and empowerment
amongthevillagers.
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8. A Tale of Transformation and Success Through
Water

Village: Lachhoni
Gram Panchayat: Narayanpur

Sixty-year-old Rakesh Meena from Lachhoni village in
Narayanpur Gram Panchayat, Guna district of Madhya
Pradesh, shares the story of his life’s struggles. Rakesh
recounts how the village once relied solely on a hand pump
and a well as sources of water, both of which would dry up
during the summer. Due to this scarcity, women and
children had to travel long distances to fetch water. During
the rainy season, muddy roads often led to accidents and
injuries, adding to their hardships. This was not just
Rakesh’s family’s ordeal but the plight of the entire village.
Most of the women’s and children’s time was spent fetching
water.

The village's ASHA worker also shared how children in the
past suffered from diarrhea, vomiting, and other
waterborne diseases. Pregnant women faced numerous
health challenges caused by unclean water. The water from
the well was unsafe, yet due to a lack of awareness and
resources, people had no choice but to use it as there were
no methods available to purify it.

Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the Public Health Engineering
Department has now provided tap water connections to 92
families in the village. The Pradhan Mantri Janman
Programme aims to uplift marginalized and deprived tribal
communities, such as the Baiga, Sahariya, and Bharia, who
had previously been excluded from the benefits of various
government schemes. The Sahariya tribal families of
Lachhoni village have also been beneficiaries under the Nal
Jal Yojana, ensuring them access to clean drinking water
every day.

Today, safe and clean water is regularly available in the
village. The Anganwadi Center has been equipped with a
Field Test Kit to test water quality periodically. As a result,
the incidence of waterborne diseases has significantly
decreased, and children are now able to attend school
regularly. The time once spent fetching water is now being
utilized for studies and recreational activities, raising hopes
foranimprovementinthevillage’s education levels.

Rakesh Meena and the entire village are overjoyed with this
transformation and wholeheartedly thank Honourable
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for this crucial initiative.
The Jal Jeevan Mission has not only resolved their water
crisisbutalsoinstilled new hopein their lives. Access to clean water: The foundation of

comfort and transformation in life.
Source: PHED, Madhya Pradesh
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9. When Water Flows, Hope Grows: Chayan
Nagar’s Journey

Village: Chayan Nagar
Block: Nabagram
District: Murshidabad

Women of Chayan Nagar Village, belonging to tribal
communities, once bore the brunt of an unrelenting
struggle. Each day began with the daunting task of securing
water—aresource that seemed so close yet so painfully out
of reach. Long walks under the punishing sun to distant
water sources were a routine, with heavy pots balanced on
their heads and a heavier burden of worry weighing on
their hearts.

This daily battle defined their existence. Hours were lost,
dreams deferred, and aspirations curtailed. Every sip of the
murky water they fetched carried the risk of disease.
Children often fell sick, mothers prayed for miracles, and
families lived on the edge. Water scarcity wasn’t just a
challenge; it was a chain binding them to a cycle of poverty
and despair.

Chayan Nagar is a vibrant village today, its people thriving
on multiple fronts. Clean water has brought not only
physical health but emotional and social well-being. The
women of the village are not just recipients of change; they
are now leaders of a movement.

They are actively educating others about sustainable water
use, ensuring that the gift of clean water is cherished and
preserved for future generations. Their health has
improved, their confidence has grown, and their dreams
now have the time and space to flourish.

The story of Chayan Nagar is a celebration — a celebration
of water, resilience, and the indomitable spirit of its
women. Through their smiles and their stories, they inspire
hope and remind us all of the transformative power of even
the simplest necessities.

But today, Chayan Nagar tells a different
story — a story of change, hope, and
empowerment. The picture of the village
changed five years ago with tap water
reaching their homes, and with it, a new
lease on life. They are indeed the lifelines
that have transformed lives on multiple
fronts.

The Celebration of Clean Water

The joy of water found a heartfelt
expression at Mira Hembram's home,
where women gathered to celebrate with
rituals, music, and gratitude. Adorning taps
with flower garlands, they sang folk songs
and lit lamps symbolizing the hope and
dignity clean water brought. Mira, tying a
garland around her tap, said with teary
eyes, “Eta shudhu ekta nal noi, eta amader
swadhinota” (This isn’t just a tap; it is our
freedom). Budin Hembram added, “Joler
nol amader poribare anondo ebong swosti
eneche.” (The tap has brought joy and
relief, freeing time for community work and
raising awareness about water
conservation.)The celebration was not just
about water - it was about reclaiming lives
and embracing a brighter future.
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10. Empowering Tribal Communities: Resolving Today, Darial stands transformed. Water flows freely to
Water Crisis in Darial Village every household, its availability reshaping the rhythm of
life in the village. The air buzzes with activity and purpose.

. . Children attend school regularly, their classrooms filled
Village: Darial . .
with laughter and the hope of brighter futures. The burden
Gram Panchayat: Bhabuk

of disease has eased, bringing health and energy back to
Block: Old Malda

the community.

For the 46 families residing in Darial Village in Bhabuk Gram
Panchayat, nestled in the Old Malda Block, life revolved
around a single crisis: water. Each day began with
uncertainty —would they find enough water to drink, cook,
and survive? The springs and wells they relied on were
distant, unreliable, and often tainted with contaminants
thatinvitedillness and despairinto their homes.

Children missed school, burdened by sickness or the task of
fetching water. Farmers looked out at parched fields, their
hopes for a decent harvest fading with each passing season.
Community life felt stifled, bound by the unending search
for a resource so fundamental to existence. Conversations
in the village often revolved around the same questions:
“How long will this go on? Will we ever have water we can
trust?”

The turning point came when the Public Health Engineering
Department (PHED), alongside implementation support
agencies and the local panchayat, stepped in. Their
approach wasn’t just about providing water; it was about
listening, understanding, and involving the community in
finding solutions. Engineers and community members
worked side by side, mapping the land, analysing water
sources, and designing a plan to bring clean, reliable water

to Darial.

Marangmai Soren
Source: PHED, West Bengal

QpPOKI0 56

Group Meeting in Progress
Source: PHED, West Bengal
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The agricultural landscape has changed too. can focus on improving yields and exploring new
Reliable access to water has revitalised farming in crops. The prosperity has a ripple effect, as
families invest in education, housing, and small
businesses. The social fabric of Darial has
strengthened in unexpected ways. The
community now comes together to protect and
manage its water resources.

the area. Fields that once lay barren now bear
healthy crops, providing sustenance and income
to families

Farmers, no longer worried about water scarcity,

Led by motivated residents like Marangmai Soren, they have established a water user committee to
oversee the maintenance of taps and pipelines. Marangmai’s words resonate deeply: “Jol tomar
kachhe ashche, kintu etake tikaye rakhar dayitto amader shobar.” (Water comes to you, but the

responsibility to sustain it belongs to all of us.)
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11. Redefining Possibilities, Inspiring Change

Village: Sar
District: Purba Bardhaman
Panchayat: Eral

For years, the people of Sar in Purba Bardhaman’s Eral
Panchayat, suffered deeply, struggling each day against a
harsh and unending water crisis. The lone hand pump that
served the community broke down more often than it
worked. Villagers, mostly women, had no choice but to walk
miles to fetch water, enduring the weight of heavy pots and
the scorching sun.

For 52-year-old Sonali, the journey was more than
physically draining — it was a bitter reminder of inequality.
The need to depend on water from neighbouring high-caste
households stung deeply, reinforcing a sense of
marginalisation.

Sonalithen heard the news about Jal Jeevan Mission and its
promise of clean drinking water at an SHG meeting, her
voice trembling with excitement as she shared it with
others.

The village buzzed with anticipation. Within weeks, tap
connections began to appear in homes, turning the dream
of clean water into areality. For the first time, water flowed
freely to every household, bringing with it convenience,
dignity, and relief.

Sonali Bauri is now happy with WASH facilities
in her village
Source: PHED, West Bengal

But joy soon gave way to concern. Sonali noticed water
being wasted, taps left open, streams of precious water
flowing unchecked. It pained her to see the resource they
had long fought for being misused. “After all we went
through to get water, how can we let it go to waste?” she
wondered.

Sonali decided to act. Armed with determination, she
began visiting homes, speaking to neighbors about the
importance of conserving water. Her SHG rallied behind
her, organising a village-wide campaign on water
conservation. Together, they approached the panchayat for
support and conducted workshops to educate the
community about the value of water and the small changes
that could make a big difference.

Sonali's home is a now a venue for SHG
members to discuss about their work
Source: PHED, West Bengal
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12. Resilience Rewarded: Harmoni Barman's
Triumph Over Water Scarcity

Village: Jaychanpur
District: Alipurduar

Every day, Harmoni Barman wakes up with a memory that
still feels close and dreadful — long, exhausting walks under
the scorching sun to fetch water for her family. The path was
rough, nearly a kilometer each way, and the load she carried
was not just the heavy pots of water but the constant worry
of survival. Her children walked alongside her, their young
hands helping to carry the burden when they should have
been holding books or playing carefree. The lack of water at
home was more than aninconvenience — it was a daily battle
that consumed time, energy, and hope.

The struggles didn’t end with the physical exhaustion.
Without the means to install a tubewell, Harmoni’s family
had no choice but to depend on these distant, unreliable
water sources. This dependence took a toll on their health,
as illnesses from unsafe water became a frequent visitor to
theirhome.

But 2023 brought change that seemed almost miraculous.
Jal Jeevan Mission arrived in Jaychanpur, promising
something Harmonihad Within months, the dream became
reality.

Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTCs) were
installed, and for the first time in years, Harmoni didn’t have
to step out of her home for water. The stream of clean, safe
water was more than a convenience; it was alifeline.

The transformation in Harmoni’s life is profound. Her family
no longer suffers from waterborne diseases, and the
atmosphere at home has shifted from tension to peace.

The emotional strain was equally
suffocating. The pressure of securing
water for basic needs often led to tensions
within the household, with arguments and

discord becoming part of their routine. At
her lowest point, Harmoni thought of
leaving the village altogether. The life they
were living felt like no life at all.

A smile of contentment
Source: PHED, West Bengal

The change extends beyond her household. In Jaychanpur,
children now attend school regularly, their time no longer
consumed by the task of fetching water. Families find more
time to focus on farming and other livelihoods, as they are
no longer bound by the daily struggle for water. The
community has grown stronger, united by the relief that
access to clean water has brought to their lives.

Harmoni’s story is one of resilience and reward, a journey
from despair to hope that reflects the transformative power
of clean water. For Jaychanpur, the taps symbolise more
than convenience — they represent health, harmony, and a
chance to build a better future. only dreamed of — clean
water delivered directly to her home.
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13. Rising Above Challenges with Access to
Clean Water

Village: Mandahar
Gram Panchayat: Karanji
Block: Kushmandi, District: Dakshin Dinajpur

Smt. Maloti Tudu, a resident of Mandahar village under the
Karanji Gram Panchayat in the Kushmandi block of Dakshin
Dinajpur district, has experienced a remarkable
transformation in her life thanks to the introduction of
potable water through the Functional Household Tap
Connection (FHTC) under Jal Jeevan Mission.

Maloti's husband, Sunilal Tudu, was the pillar of their family,
and together they faced a pressing challenge — the scarcity
of clean drinking water in their area. In the absence of a
reliable water supply, their daily lives were marked by
hardship and inconvenience. Maloti vividly recalls the days
when she had to embark on a long and arduous journey to
fetch drinking water for her family. This daily task was not
only physically exhausting but also consumed valuable time
that could have been spent with her children.

The situation was further compounded by the need to use
unhygienic water sources for cooking and other uses, such
as cleaning and washing. Fetching water from nearby ponds
and wells which were unclean and ill-maintained exposed
the family to the risk of waterborne diseases, leading to
additional financial burdens due toillness.

However, thanks to the intervention of the Public Health
Engineering (PHE) department and the Jal Jeevan Mission, _
Maloti's life took a significant turn for the better. The b : .
introduction of the FHTC connection brought a regular and .

Safe drinking water now within reach

reliable supply of clean water right to her Source: PHED, West Bengal

doorstep.Tragically, Sunilal Tudu passed away a few months
ago, leaving Maloti to manage the household on her own.

The FHTC connection has been a lifeline, ensuring that she .
Now, Maloti no longer has to endure the

grueling task of fetching water daily. The
time she used to spend on water

can continue to access clean water without the physical
strain and time-consuming effort that she once endured.

Maloti Tudu's story is a testament to the transformative collection has been reclaimed, allowing
power of clean water access. It underscores the importance her to invest it in spending quality
of initiatives like Jal Jeevan Mission in improving the quality moments with her children. The worries
of life for individuals and families in remote areas, offering and health risks associated with unclean
them not only safe water but also the gift of time and water have become a thing of the past, as
health. they now enjoy the benefits of pure and

safe drinking water.
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14. From Challenges to Cheer: How Tap Water
Supply Uplifted Specially-Abled Siblings

Village: Balpara
Gram Panchayat: Panjul
District: Dakshin Dinajpur

Madan Chandra Mandal and his wife, Manu, have spent
their lives carrying the weight of their family’s struggles in
the border village of Balpara, nestled in Panjul Gram
Panchayat of Hili Block, Dakshin Dinajpur district. As
parents to two specially-abled children, Debabrata and
Tantu, their days revolve around constant care and an
unyielding fight to meet even the most basic needs. But one
challenge has stood above the rest—accessing clean water.

Debabrata and Tantu in their home
Source: PHED, West Bengal

Every day, Manu faced the same exhausting routine. With
no reliable water source nearby, she walked long distances
to the village tubewell, carrying back heavy pots of water
for drinking, cooking, and cleaning. The tubewell itself was
often overburdened, with long waits under the harsh sun,
leaving her physically drained before she even began the
return journey.

At home, Debabrata and Tantu waited for her, alone and
vulnerable.

Manu’s heart ached each time she left them. “Ami oder eka
chere beshi khon thakte partam na, kintu dur theke jol
anata chara kono upay chhilo na,” (I couldn’t leave them
alone for long, and yet the only option was to bring water
from far away), she says, her voice heavy with the
memories of those endless, difficult days.

The struggle didn’t end with the journey. The water she
brought back was often unclean, exposing the family to

constant health risks. Waterborne diseases became a
regular burden, robbing the family of both health and
precious resources to treat frequent illnesses. Summers
made the treks unbearable, as the searing heat bore down
on her, while monsoons turned the paths into treacherous
terrain, adding danger to her already exhausting task.

Madan, a farmer, worked tirelessly to provide for the family,
but his efforts often seemed swallowed by the all-
consuming need for water. The time spent fetching water
robbed them of opportunities to focus on farming or care
for their children, creating a cycle of hardship that seemed
impossible to break. For years, their lives were dictated by
this unrelenting battle, leaving them with little hope for
change.

Then came the turning point. The Panjul Piped Water
Supply Scheme, introduced under the Jal Jeevan Mission,
brought clean, piped water directly to their home. The
simple yet profound transformation was immediate. For
the first time, Manu no longer had to leave her children or
make the exhausting journey to fetch water. The taps in
their home brought not only water but also a sense of relief,

safety, and dignity that had been missing for so long.

Manu Mondol, mother of Debabrata and Tantu
Source: PHED, West Bengal
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The transformation extends to the entire village. Balpara’s

“Porishkar jol amar poribarer jonyo aram, 234 families now have access to safe, reliable water.
shasthyo ebong shurokha eneche. Jol anar Children attend school regularly, families focus on farming
jonno amake aar lomba shomoy taader
eka chere beriye thakte hoy na.” (This
water supply has brought relief, health
and safety. | no longer worry about leaving

and livestock, and the community has shed the weight of
its shared struggle. Health standards have risen, and the
village has become a place of progress and promise.

For the Mandal family, the taps symbolise freedom from
years of hardship. Their story, like that of Balpara, is a

them alone just to fetch water), Manu
says, her gratitude shining through her
words. With clean water now flowing quenching thirst, but by restoring hope, dignity, and the
steadily, the family is healthier, and the opportunity to thrive.

constant fear of illness has faded into the

testament to how clean water can change lives—not just by

past.
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15. Lakshmi Murmu: Rising from Adversity,
One Step at a Time

Gram Panchayat: Gonpur
Block: Mohammad Bazar
District: Birbhum

Every morning in Moubellia village, Lakshmi Murmu began
her day with a heavy heart and an even heavier load. Her
family depended on her to fetch water from a distant
stream, a task that consumed hours of her time and drained
her energy. The stream, once a lifeline, had beguntodry up,
forcing her to walk further and carry back less. With no
other source of income, Lakshmi also ventured into the
forest, collecting leaves to sell. Her earnings were meager,
and each day felt like a struggle for survival.

As her family grew, so did her responsibilities. Fetching
water, cooking, tending to her children, and gathering
leaves left her with no time to dream of a better future. The
drying stream only deepened her struggles, and the
thought of how to provide for her family weighed heavily on
her mind. Life in Moubellia seemed to stand still, bound by
hardship and scarcity.

There came a turning point in her life when Jal Jeevan
Mission came with a promise of clean drinking water
through functional household tap connection (FHTC),
marking a quiet but profound transformation in Lakshmi’s
life. The installation of a FHTC at her doorstep brought a
sense of ease and comfort she had never known before.

As she watched the tap flow for the first time, a profound
sense of relief settled over her—along-carried burden, both
physical and emotional, seemed to finally ease.

Lakshi Murmu enjoying the benefits of clean
tap water
Source: PHED, West Bengal

Now, Lakshmi wakes up to a different
reality. The hours she once spent fetching
water are now devoted to expanding her
leaf-selling business. With more time and
renewed energy, she gathers and sells
more leaves, increasing herincome. Clean

water at home has improved her family’s
health, as they no longer suffer from
waterborne illnesses. For the first time in
years, she feels a sense of stability and
hope.

“Ami amar dinegulo joler chinta kore katatam. Ekhon, ami
amar kaj ebong poribarer bhobishyot niye monojog dite
pari.” (lused to spend my days worrying about water. Now, |
can focus on my work and my family’s future), Lakshmi says
with a smile that reflects her newfound confidence. Her
faith in the government’s efforts has been restored, and she
dreams of a brighter future — one where her children can

have opportunities she never did.

The impact of Jal Jeevan Mission extends beyond Lakshmi’s
household. In Moubellia, the taps flow steadily, bringing
clean water to every family. Children now attend school
regularly, their health no longer compromised by unsafe
water. Women in the village, once burdened by the daily
grind of fetching water, have reclaimed their time and are
using it to pursue livelihoods, care for their families, and
contribute to the community’s growth.

Excited children running through
Moubelia village spreading news
that water is coming from the taps!
Source: PHED, West Bengal
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Lakshmi Murmu’s story is a reflection of countless others in
Moubellia and beyond. Her journey from hardship to hope is
a testament to how access to clean water can empower
individuals, uplift communities, and pave the way for a
brighter tomorrow. Today, as the taps continue to flow,
Moubellia shines as an example of the transformative

power of water, a resource that changes lives in ways that

go far beyond quenching thirst.

Residents of Moubelia enjoying
a group dance with
‘dhamsa’ & ‘madol’, expressing their joy
Source: PHED, West Bengal
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Moubelia PWSS
Source: PHED, West Bengal

Padma Mandi lives alone at home. She
works in the fields. She mentioned that
since there was no handpump at home,
she had to go far away to another
neighbourhood to fetch water. As a result,
she couldn't get water on time, which
affected her work. Now, after receiving a

tap from the PHED, she has greatly
benefited, and the people in the
neighborhood are also very pleased. Their
families and the people in the
neighborhood express their gratitude to
the government.

Jal Jeevan Mission
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Where Water Flows, Life Grows

Empowered women celebrating the success of community-driven initiatives under the Har Ghar Jal programme
Source: PHED, West Bengal

Transforming lives with clean water access — a step towards healthier and happier rural communities
Source: PHED, Chhattisgarh
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